Guided Questions
1. How old is the author when he finishes learning to recite the Qur’an?



2. What does the author understand about this important task? hat about it remains a mystery to him and why?



3. When the author and his cohort (peer group) finished learning to recite the Qur’an, the author writes that “our joy overflowed.” Give several reasons why you think they felt so exhilarated. 



4. Who decided to hold a recitation graduation celebration? Who was invited? Approximately how many people attend? 



5. On the day of the ceremony itself the author and his friends are treated differently than they would be on an ordinary day. Describe what they do, step by step. How are they honored by the community? Are the boys kept at a distance from their admiring crowds or allowed to mingle with them?



6. Food plays an important part in this ceremony. List what foods are prepared and who in the community plays a role in cooking them. In what way does the preparation and sharing of food bind the community together?



7. To attend the ceremony, the whole community is “done up in fine clothes.” The boys dress unlike anyone else. What clothes do they wear that are a reminder of the hajj, the pilgrimage to Mecca? (A person who has made the hajj is given the honorific title “haji.”) What clothes are Arabic or Turkic? In what ways do these clothes bind Indonesian Muslims to the worldwide umma, or Islamic community? How does the author feel about wearing these clothes, rather than Indonesian finery? 


8. Describe the Qur’anic recitation itself. In what ways is it the climax of the entire day’s celebration?



9. What special role does the author’s father play in the ceremony? In what way does the author’s mother play a role at this ceremony, even though she has died?



10. How has the ceremony affirmed the author’s identity as Muslim? How has the ceremony affirmed the community’s Muslim identity?



11. In what ways do you think the author’s status has changed in his community as a result of the Qur’anic recitation celebration? Why do you think he ends the chapter by saying, “But the adults were still in charge!”?
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