Reading

Translated Quotations from the Qu’ran
All Translations taken from Teaching About Islam & Muslims in the Public School Classroom: A Handbook for Educators written by the Council on Islamic Education (CIE) (1995). Used by permission of the CIE.
1. “At the age of forty, while meditating in the cave of Hira in the mountains above Makkah [Mecca], Muhammad received the first of many revelations, beginning with the Arabic word Iqra, meaning ‘Read’ or ‘Recite.’ Soon afterwards, he was commanded to convey the Divine message and thus become the last messenger of God, according to the Qur’an” (p. 12).

2. “The word Qur’an literally means ‘the reading’ or ‘the recitation,’ and refers to the divinely revealed scripture given to Muhammad” (p. 16).

3. “It is important to note that while translations are useful as renderings of explanations of the Qur’an, onlythe original Arabic text is considered to be the Qur’an itself” (p. 17).

4. 
“Salah [the five daily prayers] is a particular ritual of movement and prayers designed to demonstrate to God a human’s self-understanding of his or her role as a created being… During each of the stages or positions, various verses from the Qur’an and supplications are recited [by worshipers] in Arabic” (p. 22).

5. “The Fatihah: the Arabic name meaning ‘The Opening,’ and referring to the opening chapter of the Qur’an. This chapter, recited during the daily formal worship, is comprised of seven short verses…” (p. 105).

6. “Ramadan: The ninth month of the Islamic lunar calendar, Ramadan is important because it is the month in which the first verses of the Qur’an were revealed to Muhammad.” (p. 24)
Guiding Questions
1. Rephrase your quote in your own words: 























2. How does this quote help to answer the question: Why do Muslims consider it essential to recite the Qur’an in Arabic?
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