Mapping Exercise 5

Use the larger version of these maps to answer the following questions.
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1. What are the most common language and language family spoken among the islands of Southeast Asia?



2. How did the Austronesian Malay language help in the spread of Islam?









3. The Trade Links of Melaka, circa 1500 map can also be used to track the areas in which Malay would also have been spoken. Compare the maps. It should be noted that people in the interior would be less likely to know Malay and less linked to trade routes than people living on the coasts. How might this explain why Islam was stronger along the coasts, and why many interior groups in Indonesia remained animist (despite Christian missionaries moving into those areas and beginning to make Christian converts during the colonial period)?
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