
Localization Exercise 4

Five Pillars of Faith: Tenets of Islam All cited from R. Michael Feener, “Islam: Historical Introduction and Overview,” in R. Michael Feener, Ed., Islam in World Cultures: Comparative Perspectives. (Santa Barbara, CA., Denver, CO and Oxford, UK: ABC-CLIO, 2004), pp. 10. Reprinted by permission of the publisher.


Islam after the Death of Muhammad

“…the death of Muhammad… left the nascent Muslim community with a still somewhat incomplete set of rules for believers to live by. Even the more detailed regulations for accomplishing the Five Pillars and the other duties and prohibitions of Islam were presented in the Qur’an in broad, general formulations rather than in fully explicated legislation. The “classical” formulations of Muslim responsibilities came into being only two to three centuries after the Prophet’s death. In fact, the entire history of the community from early times until today might be characterized as continuing developments in the unfinished business of Islamization—the working out of how believers follow and fulfill the teachings of the Qur’an and the example of Muhammad while living in times and places dramatically different from the seventh-century Arabia of the prophet.” (p. 10)

Question
What accounts for some of the flexibility of the diverse ways that Islam is practiced around the world?
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