
Localization Exercise 1

Use this graph to answer the following questions.
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1. Based on the demographics noted above, why is knowledge of Islam important when studying Indonesia and Southeast Asia generally?












2. What do these statistics reveal about the cultural backgrounds of Muslims today in relation to the historical roots of Islam in the Arabian Peninsula?

“Countries with the Largest Muslim Populations,” drawn from Chris Sperry, “Seeking Truth in the Social Studies Classroom: Media Literacy, Critical Thinking and teaching about the Middle East,” in Social Education, NCSS, Jan/Feb 2006, Vol. 70, No. 1, p. 42.
Sources for figures are:

CIA World Factbook at: https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html
National Geographic at: http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/index.html 
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