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Hajj, the fifth pillar, is the annual pilgrimage to Mecca during the lunar month Dhu’l-Hijja. Muslims consider it a good thing to visit Mecca at any time of the year, but only a pilgrimage during the appointed season is recognized as hajj. For more than fourteen centuries, the annual rites of the hajj have brought Muslims from different regions to Mecca to worship together as a community. Over the centuries, as Islam expanded beyond the Arabian Peninsula and out of the Middle East, the pilgrimage brought together Muslims from widely diverse regions and cultures, helping foster ties between geographically far-flung areas of the Muslim world and cultivating a sense of community in Islam that ideally transcends differences of language, race, or ethnicity.


“Historical Introduction and Overview,” R. Michael Feener. Islam in World Cultures: Comparative Perspectives. ABC-CLIO Publishers, 2004 pages 7-9. Used by permission of the publisher.  Scene from the Hajj: Washing of the Ka‘ba. Photo courtesy of www.toursaudiarabia.com
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