Worksheet Discussion

Group A: Introduction
From Sisters in Islam essay “Are Women and Men Equal Before Allah?” Read the “Introduction” carefully and respond to the following questions. Be prepared to share your responses with the whole class.

1. Who are the Sisters in Islam?







2. How do the Sisters see the responsibilities of women and men in the struggle to understand Islam as a way of life?







3. What do they say was the founding spirit of Islam, and how do they claim many Islamic practices and attitudes today differ from that founding spirit?







4. What do they feel is the source of the idea among some Muslims that women are inferior to men?







5. What activities have the Sisters been doing together, and what impact has this had?








6. What are some of the important messages from the Qur’an that the Sisters find especiallysignificant, what do they want to do with these messages, and what is their goal?
Group B: Sections 1 - 3
From Sisters in Islam essay “Are Women and Men Equal Before Allah?” Read Sections 1 to 3 carefully and respond to the following questions. Be prepared to share your responses with the whole class.
1. Summarize the Sisters’ beliefs about the equality of men and women before Allah.








2. How do the Sisters prove their points about the equality of men and women before Allah—what resources do they use to make their arguments?








3. What do the Sisters say are the main differences between men and women? 








4. How do these differences relate to the question of value in the eyes of Allah? 








5. What are the things that only men or women, but not both, can do? 







6. What are the things that the Sisters believe women cannot do, according to Allah?
Group C: Section 4
From Sisters in Islam essay “Are Women and Men Equal Before Allah?” Read Section 4 carefully and respond to the following questions. Be prepared to share your responses with the whole class.
1. What are some of the errors Sisters in Islam believe some people make when they insist that men and women are not equal before Allah?














2. What are some things people should do or take into consideration in order to make the right interpretation of the Qur’an?














3. How do the Sisters prove their points about women’s and men’s equality before Allah—what resources do they use to make their arguments?
Group D: Sections 5 - 6
From Sisters in Islam essay “Are Women and Men Equal Before Allah?” Read Sections 5 and 6 carefully and respond to the following questions. Be prepared to share your responses with the whole class.
1. Do the Sisters believe that men have authority over women?








2. Can you explain the distinction the Sisters make between “authority” and “responsibility,” and how they relate to men and women?








3. What is the outcome of inappropriate discrimination between men and women? 








4. What are some of the key words the Sisters in Islam use to describe what they believe is the proper relationship between men and women? 








5. What are the obligations that both men and women have in Islam, according to the Sisters?








6. How do the Sisters prove their points about women’s and men’s equality before Allah—what resources do they use to make their arguments?
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