Glossary

Fez A red brimless hat, made popular by the Ottoman Empire.

Haji An honorific term for a man who has returned from the hajj or pilgrimage to Mecca.

Kilo Short for kilogram. One kilogram weighs approximately two pounds.

Rattan A plant from which mats are often woven and furniture made in Southeast Asia.

Surau A Malay-language term for a small building where Muslims can go to make any of their five daily prayers.

A mosque, by contrast, is a place that can also serve as a formal location for Friday congregational prayers.

Syech Comes from the Arabic shaykh, and means an Islamic scholar or leader.
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